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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-17 remained pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-2, 6, 8-15, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non- statutory subject matter. 

Applicant's claims are directed to an algorithm. Specifically, claim 1 recites "generating", 
"determining" and "notifying" building" registering "emailing" selecting", however these 
steps are mere ideas in the abstract (i.e., abstract idea, law of nature, natural 
phenomena) that do not apply, involve, for example) and abstract ideas without a 
practical application are found to be non-statutory subject matter. Therefore, Applicant's 
claims are non-statutory as they do not produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-17, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Giovannoli U.S 
Patent 5, 842, 178 in view Aycock et al (Hereinafter Aycock U.S Patent 5, 765, 138. 

As per claim 1 , Giovannoli discloses a method of exchanging data between a buyer and a 
plurality of multiple suppliers via an internet supplier on-line system: 

generating by a buyer a request for a quotation from at least some of the plurality of suppliers for 
a cost of a part or device, generating at least one attachment document at least one of the request 
for quotation and the at least one attachment document including both engineering information 
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and business information documents, determining which of the plurality of suppliers are to be 
provided with the request for quotation? 

inquiring suppliers to be provided with the request for quotation-and registered on the supplier 
on-line system, responsive to the inquiring, registering the suppliers not registered on the 
supplier on-line system (see column 1-8 lines 1-67) notifying the buyer, automatically by the 
supplier on-line system, of the registration of the suppliers, selecting which of the generated at 
least one attachment document are to be attached as part of a service bidding process 
corresponding to respective non-commodity parts or devices of the request for quotation (Note 
abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67) building the request for quotation, including joining the 
selected generated attachment documents into a request for quotation pack, the request for 
quotation pack. 

Giovannoli fail to explicitly teach including the business information and the engineering 
information the engineering information to be used by at least one of the suppliers for generating 
the non-commodity parts or devices registering information in the service bidding process for the 
non-commodity parts or devices selecting the suppliers that are to receive the request for 
quotation pack, making the request for quotation pack available to selected suppliers on a 
supplier on-line system web site a e-mailing all suppliers that the request for quotation pack is 
available at the web site and displaying the request for quotation pack on a computing device for 
at least one of the suppliers. 

However Aycock discloses method for evaluating supplier capabilities to qualify a supplier 
as a vendor, according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Specifically, the 
disclosed method is directed to evaluating the quality control capabilities of the supplier and is 
therefore also referred to as a supplier quality maturity assessment process. The supplier quality 
maturity assessment process (SQ-MAP) is a supplier selection analysis to measure a supplier 
quality process maturity. The SQ-MAP process is based upon national and international quality 
standards including ISO 9001/ISO 9000-3, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. The SQ-MAP process is applicable for assessing the quality process maturity level of 
hardware manufacturing and software development supplier. In addition, the SQ-MAP process is 
designed for use during the selection and acquisition phases of the product procurement cycle 
(see column 4 lines 64-67 and column 1 lines 1-13). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Giovannoli to include including the business 
information and the engineering information the engineering information to be used by at least 
one of the suppliers for generating the non-commodity parts or devices registering information in 
the service bidding process for the non-commodity parts or devices selecting the suppliers that 
are to receive the request for quotation pack, making the request for quotation pack available to 
selected suppliers on a supplier on-line system web site a e-mailing all suppliers that the request 
for quotation pack is available at the web site and displaying the request for quotation pack on a 
computing device for at least one of the suppliers taught by Aycock in order to qualify a supplier 
as a vendor. 

As per claim 2, Giovannoli discloses further including: receiving from the supplier a 
quotation corresponding to the request for quotation back; arid e-mailing automatically by the 
supplier on-line system, the buyer that the supplier has entered a quotation. . (Note abstract and 
see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 3, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
analyzing automatically the request for quotation pack to determine a last day available for the 
supplier to respond, determining, if the day the quotation is provided by the supplier is prior to 
the last day to respond to the request for quotation pack and providing the buyer with the 
capability to review quotations for request for quotation pack received prior to the last day to 
respond (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 4, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
determining whether a need exists to alter the last day for responding to a request for quotation; 
altering the last day suppliers may respond to a request for quotation and transmitting, 
automatically, e-mail notifications to the suppliers that the last day to respond to the request for 
quotation has been altered. (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 5, Giovannoli discloses wherein the action of making the request for quotation 
with the attached documents available to select suppliers includes synchronizing the data in the 
request for quotation with internal and external databases in order to transfer the files to a 
designated web site (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 
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As per claim 6, Giovannoli discloses further including an action of downloading 
documentation from sources outside of the supplier on-line system for inclusion into the request 
for quotation pack.(Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 7, Giovannoli discloses further including an automatic document transfer 
process which generates files to be included in the request for quotation pack wherein the 
automatic document transfer process transfers the generated files to individual supplier folders 
maintained on a back end supplier on-line server (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 8, Giovannoli discloses further including an upload document transfer process 
wherein a supplier is able to upload document information to the supplier on-line system which 
may be received by the buyer (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 9, Giovannoli further including: 
registering part or device number information within the bidding process for the commodity 
parts or devices; and selecting the documentation that is to be attached to individual parts or 
devices of the request for quotation to form the request for quotation pack (Note abstract and see 
column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 10, Giovannoli discloses a method configured to exchange data between a buyer 
and a plurality of suppliers via an on-line communication network, comprising: 
generating a request for a quotation intended for at least some of the plurality of suppliers for a 
cost of a part or device, determining if the request for the quotation will include attachments, 
generating documents for inclusion as attachments to the request for quotation the request for 
quotation and attachments including both engineering and business documents, determining that 
the request for quotation is for a commodity part or device or is for a non-commodity part or 
device (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67) and (i) selecting which of the generated 
documents are to be attached as part of an item bidding process corresponding to each of the 
commodity parts or devices(Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67) or (ii) selecting 
which of the generated documents are to be attached as part of a service bidding process 
corresponding to each of the non-commodity parts or devices, the commodity part or device 
being found in a catalog (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67) building the request for 
quotation, including joining the selected business and engineering documentation into a request 
for quotation pack(Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 
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Giovannoli fail to explicitly teach registering information in one of the item bidding process 
for commodity parts or devices or the service bidding process for non-commodity parts or 
devices selecting the suppliers that are to receive the request for quotation pack, making the 
request for quotation pack available to selected suppliers on a supplier on-line system web site 
and displaying the request for quotation pack on a computing device for at least one of the 
selected suppliers. 

However Aycock discloses method for evaluating supplier capabilities to qualify a supplier 
as a vendor, according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Specifically, the 
disclosed method is directed to evaluating the quality control capabilities of the supplier and is 
therefore also referred to as a supplier quality maturity assessment process. The supplier quality 
maturity assessment process (SQ-MAP) is a supplier selection analysis to measure a supplier 
quality process maturity. The SQ-MAP process is based upon national and international quality 
standards including ISO 9001/ISO 9000-3, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by 
reference. The SQ-MAP process is applicable for assessing the quality process maturity level of 
hardware manufacturing and software development supplier. In addition, the SQ-MAP process is 
designed for use during the selection and acquisition phases of the product procurement cycle 
(see column 4 lines 64-67 and column 1 lines 1-13). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Giovannoli to include teach registering 
information in one of the item bidding process for commodity parts or devices or the service 
bidding process for non-commodity parts or devices selecting the suppliers that are to receive the 
request for quotation pack, making the request for quotation pack available to selected suppliers 
on a supplier on-line system web site and displaying the request for quotation pack on a 
computing device for at least one of the selected suppliers taught by Aycock in order to qualify a 
supplier as a vendor. 

As per claim 11, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
configuring the request for quotation pack for automatic analysis by one of the suppliers to 
determine a last day available for the supplier to respond and providing the buyer with the 
capability to review quotations for request for quotation pack received prior to the last day to 
respond(Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 
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As per claim 12, Giovannoli discloses wherein the action of making the request for quotation 
with the attached documents available to select suppliers includes synchronizing the data in the 
request for quotation with internal and external databases in order to transfer the files to a 
designated web site. (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 13, Giovannoli discloses further including an action of downloading 
documentation from sources outside of the supplier on-line system for inclusion into the request 
for quotation pack. (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 14, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
registering part or device number information within the bidding process for the commodity 
parts or devices and selecting the documentation that is to be attached to individual parts or 
devices of the request for quotation to form the request for quotation pack (Note abstract and see 
column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 15, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
downloading the engineering documents to at least one of a CAD workstation, a plotter, and a 
CNC machine (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 16, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
synchronizing data included in the request for quotation pack with data of internal and external 
databases, receiving from at least one of the selected suppliers by a supplier online system, a 
supplier quotation comprising supplier documentation and supplier business information; and 
generating a buyer notification e-mail by the supplier online system in response to receiving the 
supplier quotation (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 17, Giovannoli discloses further including: 
determining by the supplier online system a close day for the request for quotation pack; and 
prohibiting reception of the supplier quotation after the determined closed day. (Note abstract 
and see column 1-8 lines 1-67). 

Conclusion 
RESPONSE TO ARGUMENTS 

5. In response to Applicant's arguments filed 7/7/2008 has been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the following reasons. 
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6. In response to applicant's arguments that Giovannoli fail to teach or suggest "generating by 
a buyer a request for a quotation from at least some of the plurality of suppliers for a cost of a 
part or device generating at least one attachment document at least one of the request for 
quotation and the at least one attachment document including both engineering information and 
business information documents determining which of the plurality of suppliers are to be 
provided with the request for quotation inquiring suppliers to be provided with the request for 
quotation and registered on the supplier on-line system, responsive to the inquiring, registering 
the suppliers" the examiner disagrees with Applicant because these claimed limitations were 
addressed as stated" 

Giovannoli teaches generating by a buyer a request for a quotation from at least some of the 
plurality of suppliers for a cost of a part or device, generating at least one attachment document 
at least one of the request for quotation and the at least one attachment document including both 
engineering information and business information documents, determining which of the plurality 
of suppliers are to be provided with the request for quotation, inquiring suppliers to be provided 
with the request for quotation-and registered on the supplier on-line system, responsive to the 
inquiring, registering the suppliers not registered on the supplier on-line system (see column 1-8 
lines 1-67) notifying the buyer, automatically by the supplier on-line system, of the registration 
of the suppliers, selecting which of the generated at least one attachment document are to be 
attached as part of a service bidding process corresponding to respective non-commodity parts or 
devices of the request for quotation (Note abstract and see column 1-8 lines 1-67) building the 
request for quotation, including joining the selected generated attachment documents into a 
request for quotation pack, the request for quotation pack(Note abstract and see column 1-8 
lines 1-67). 

However Aycock discloses method for evaluating supplier capabilities to qualify a supplier 
as a vendor, according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention. Specifically, the 
disclosed method is directed to evaluating the quality control capabilities of the supplier and is 
therefore also referred to as a supplier quality maturity assessment process. The supplier quality 
maturity assessment process (SQ-MAP) is a supplier selection analysis to measure a supplier 
quality process maturity. The SQ-MAP process is based upon national and international quality 
standards including ISO 9001/ISO 9000-3, the disclosures of which are incorporated herein by 
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reference. The SQ-MAP process is applicable for assessing the quality process maturity level of 
hardware manufacturing and software development supplier. In addition, the SQ-MAP process is 
designed for use during the selection and acquisition phases of the product procurement cycle 
(see column 4 lines 64-67 and column 1 lines 1-13). 

Therefore it is obviously clear that Applicant's claimed limitations were addressed within the 
teachings of Giovannoli and Aycock. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLEMENT B. GRAHAM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6795. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Dixon can be reached on (571) 272-6803. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Frantzy Poinvil/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3696 
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